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To build on these achievements, I have es-

tablished a bipartisan Congressional Ban-
gladesh Caucus and invite all of my col-
leagues to join me in this endeavor. The Cau-
cus will examine issues relevant to our bilat-
eral relationship with the Bangladeshi govern-
ment, and issues affecting the Bangladeshi-
American community in order to facilitate the
formation of coherent foreign policy with re-
gard to Bangladesh.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the people of
Bangladesh on the milestone of their 30th An-
niversary as an Independent nation.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to salute and congratulate the nation of Ban-
gladesh for thirty years of independence.

Founded in 1971 after gaining its independ-
ence from Pakistan, Bangladesh has evolved
into a moderate Muslim democracy where the
United States enjoys high prestige and re-
spect. Bangladesh plays a moderating and
welcome role in international fora like the G–
77, the Nonaligned Movement and the Organi-
zation of the Islamic Conference.

Since independence, Bangladesh has strug-
gled with an enormous population of 128 mil-
lion crowded into a nation the size of Wis-
consin. Subject to regular monsoons and
flooding, Bangladesh has made significant so-
cial and economic progress in a number of
areas. In particular Bangladesh has made
major strides to meet the needs of its growing
population and is now largely self-sufficient in
rice production. Bangladesh is also a leader in
microenterprise lending. The world famous
Grameen Bank has provided small business
loans to more than 2.4 million customers in
39,000 villages. The bank has a 98 percent
loan recovery rate from its customers, 94 per-
cent of whom are women. In a recent and
promising development, 40–50 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas have been discovered giv-
ing Bangladesh a long term source of energy
and enough to become a natural gas exporter.

U.S.-Bangladesh relations have also grown
in recent years. The United States is Ban-
gladesh’s number one trading partner. U.S. in-
vestment in Bangladesh has grown from $25
million to over $750 million in the last four
years. But economic interests are not the only
ties that bind the U.S. and Bangladesh.

Bangladesh has played a significant role in
international peacekeeping activities. Several
thousand Bangladeshi military personnel are
deployed overseas on peacekeeping oper-
ations. Under U.N. auspices, Bangladeshi

troops have served or are serving in Somalia,
Rwanda, Mozambique, Kuwait, Bosnia, Haiti,
and East Timor. Regionally, Bangladesh is a
nation at peace with its neighbors and focused
on regional integration through the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation.

In addition, Bangladesh has demonstrated
its commitment to environmental preservation
by becoming the first country to participate in
a debt for nature swap under the Tropical For-
est Conservation Act of 1998. This program
allowed Bangladesh to exchange a portion of
its concessional debt to the United States in
return for the preservation of more than 3 mil-
lion acres of tropical forest home to the
world’s last genetically viable population of
Bengal tigers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues to join
me in commending the nation of Bangladesh
for 30 years of independence.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank Colorado State
Senator Gigi Dennis for her years of service to
the State of Colorado and to wish her good
luck in her new position. Senator Gigi has
served in the Colorado State Senate since
1995, but is resigning at the end of the month
to accept an appointment from President
George W. Bush to become the Colorado Di-
rector of the Department of Agriculture’s Office
of Rural Development. ‘‘I’m proud of her,’’ said
her husband Dean Dennis. ‘‘I’m proud of her
accomplishments.’’ I know that Gigi’s friends
and neighbors in south-central Colorado, her
colleagues in the Colorado legislature, and
elected officials all across Colorado—including
me—share Dean’s sentiments. We are all
proud of Gigi!

Senator Dennis has held numerous posi-
tions of real significance during her seven
years in office, including Vice Chair of the
Transportation Committee, a Member of the
Legislative Council and Chairman of the Ma-
jority Caucus. Senator Dennis also served as
the Rio Grande County Republican Secretary.
Additionally, she served as a member of the
State Accountability Commission on Edu-
cation, and the Vice Chairman of the Edu-
cation Committee (NCSL).

Senator Dennis summed up her feelings like
this: ‘‘This resignation is not like walking away
from my constituents, but creating a bigger cir-
cle of people I can impact through this office.
In the end, it doesn’t make any difference who
gets the credit or who wins the fight . . . but
whether Colorado citizens are better off for

what we do. I’m extremely honored that Presi-
dent Bush has selected me for this position.
This is another terrific opportunity to continue
to help the State of Colorado, particularly the
rural areas that I’ve represented over the
years.’’

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate Senator Gigi Dennis on
her new position and wish her good luck in the
future. She will be missed in the state legisla-
ture.

Senator Dennis has served the State of Col-
orado well in the state Senate and I know she
will continue that record of leadership in her
new capacity with the Department of Agri-
culture.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
wish a longtime Bayfield employee best wish-
es during her retirement. After serving as town
clerk of Bayfield, Colorado for 29 years, La
Vina Mars has decided to retire to spend a lit-
tle more time with her family and her horses.
As she does, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank her for her service and wish her
well.

La Vina became the town clerk in 1972,
when the town population was 300. At that
time, she served as the town clerk, the librar-
ian and the ticket agent for the bus line that
stopped in Bayfield. ‘‘She’s been the glue
that’s held the town together for 29 years,’’
said Ed Morlan, a long time member of the
Town Board.

La Vina will miss talking with residents the
most when her career is over. ‘‘I have some
qualms about not coming to work. I will think
about it because I have enjoyed it.’’

La Vina has spent much of her 29 years as
one of only two or three town employees.
When she started, La Vina worked as a volun-
teer for a month to learn the job’s ropes. Now
that she’s leaving, town officials say it will be
hard to replace her. Many credit her with help-
ing Bayfield make it through a tough period in
the mid 80’s when the town nearly went broke.

Mr. Speaker, La Vina will truly be missed by
the town of Bayfield and the people she
worked with. It is appropriate that this body
say thank you to La Vina for her hard work
and dedication.

La Vina, your community, state and nation
are proud of you and thankful for your years
of service. We wish you all the best during
your well-earned retirement.
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